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How to do it? Sir Evelyn Baring advised that                        CHAP.

XXII.

the policy of complete abandonment is, on the whole, the best of which v----*-----'

the circumstances admit; but I am not sure if the extreme difficulty of
carrying it out, or the consequences to which it must inevitably lead,
are fully appreciated at home.1

Orders were given at last to the Khedive's administration, but
responsibility in proportion was not faced. A week after the New
Year of 1884, Cherif Pasha, then Prime Minister, resigned rather
than consent to abandonment; and next day a Christian, Nubar
Pasha, took office to carry it out.2

From this time the sole object which we had in view [records Chamber-
lain] was the safe withdrawal of the garrisons, and with this obligation
it became necessary to countermand the order for the reduction of the
[British] Egyptian garrison.3

This obligation of safe withdrawal it was already too late to
discharge in its entirety. On the Eed Sea side. Baker's native
troops were routed; Tokar and Sinkat fell.

VI
Here what at first sight may seem a digression becomes essen-
tial in Chamberlain's biography. Otherwise it would be impossible
to understand how our Radical statesman's confident dream of
Egyptian self-government disappeared, and how his true instinct
for action was hampered by his desire to emancipate Egypt and
appease the enmity of France. As the sequel will have an im-
mense effect on the fortunes of parties and on the creation of a
new Imperialism, and will do much indirectly towards revolu-
tionising his personal career, some momentous proceedings in-
volving him with the rest of the Government must be explained.
No one outside the Sudan could quite realise at the year's
turn from 1883 to 1884 that withdrawal of the Khedive's troops
and others with women and children, stores and transport, from
a number of posts widely apart in a region seething with in-
surrection, was bound to be an operation as encumbered and
1 Lord     Cromer,    Modern    Egypt        2 January 7 and 8, 1884.
(1908), vol. i. p. 374 (Baring to Gran-        3 Chamberlain's "Memorandum",
ville, December 23, 1883.)